US History Pre-Test
Multiple Choice
Identify the choice that best completes the statement or answers the question.
____
1.
The owners of a corporation are its

	a.
	board of directors.

	b.
	managers.

	c.
	workers.

	d.
	stockholders.


	“. . . the two great political parties . . . have agreed together to ignore in the coming campaign every issue but one. They propose to drown the outcries of a plundered people with the uproar of a sham battle over the tariff so that capitalists, corporations, national banks, rings, trusts, watered stock, the demonetization of silver, and the oppressions of the usurers may all be lost sight of. They propose to sacrifice our home, lives, and children on the altar of mammon; to destroy the multitude in order to secure corruption funds from the millionaires.”

—from the 1892 Populist Party platform


____
2.
According to the platform of the Populist Party, what one issue do the main political parties focus on rather than attending to the needs of the people?

	a.
	the demonetization of silver

	b.
	watered stock, rings, and trusts

	c.
	the tariff issue

	d.
	the oppressions of usurers


____
3.
President Theodore Roosevelt negotiated a Gentlemen’s Agreement to stop the practice of segregating immigrant schoolchildren from this country in San Francisco in 1907.

	a.
	Bolivia

	b.
	Japan

	c.
	Italy

	d.
	India


____
4.
In the late 1800s cities began to build skyscrapers because of two innovations, the elevator and 

	a.
	steel frames.

	b.
	revolving doors.

	c.
	architectural blueprints.

	d.
	flat roofs.


____
5.
When President Wilson succeeded in reducing tariffs, the government made up the shortfall by a graduated 

	a.
	income tax.

	b.
	sales tax.

	c.
	property tax.

	d.
	park service fee.


____
6.
Two popular ideologies contributed to imperialism: a sense of nationalism and

	a.
	a belief in democracy.

	b.
	a spirit of cooperation.

	c.
	a belief in transcendentalism.

	d.
	a feeling of cultural superiority.


	“We were still under a heavy fire and I got together a mixed lot of men and pushed on . . . pushing the Spaniards through a line of palm-trees, and over the crest of a chain of hills. When we reached these crests we found ourselves overlooking Santiago.”

—Theodore Roosevelt, 1902


____
7.
The “mixed lot of men” Colonel Roosevelt refers to in this statement were 

	a.
	Buffalo Soldiers and Rough Riders.

	b.
	the Texas Rangers.

	c.
	Cuban Revolutionaries.

	d.
	the Fighting 24th Infantry Regiment.


____
8.
The United States gained trading rights in China by

	a.
	supporting the Boxer Rebellion.

	b.
	having a successful meeting with the “Society of Righteous and Harmful Fists.”

	c.
	securing a large sphere of influence around Guangzhou.

	d.
	sending notes to European nations and Japan that recommended all nations have equal trading rights in China.
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____
9.
Use the image to answer the following question. This image of the USS Maine shows an event that energized Americans to

	a.
	withdraw ships from Edo Bay.

	b.
	demand more stringent inspections of military ships.

	c.
	screen incoming naval officers for ties to espionage.

	d.
	begin the Spanish-American War.


	Causes

	Germans riot for food.

	
	

	Revolution sweeps Austria-Hungary.

	
	

	Effect

	


____
10.
What choice below best completes the chart?

	a.
	The Central Powers surrender.

	b.
	The Allies push through the Argonne Forest.

	c.
	The American Expeditionary Force is victorious at Mihiel.

	d.
	Russia withdraws from the Eastern Front.


	Cause

	Henry Ford’s success in the 1910s and 1920s

	
	

	Effect

	


____
11.
Which of the following best completes the diagram?

	a.
	caused American workers’ productivity to fall

	b.
	decreased demand for glass and steel

	c.
	discouraged competitors and slowed the economy

	d.
	inspired competitors and helped the economy grow


____
12.
In the Great Migration, African Americans moved from

	a.
	urban centers to farmland.

	b.
	the Deep South to the West.

	c.
	the South to the North.

	d.
	high employment areas to depressed regions.


	“If you are lucky enough to have lived in Paris as a young man, then wherever you go for the rest of your life it stays with you, for Paris is a moveable feast.”


____
13.
A member of which of the following groups probably made this statement?

	a.
	“the Lost Generation”

	b.
	the “Lucky Lindy” club

	c.
	the “Great Migrationists”

	d.
	the “It Girl” fans
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____
14.
Which state had the most projects underway in 1938?

	a.
	New York

	b.
	California

	c.
	Ohio

	d.
	Pennsylvania


____
15.
How did President Roosevelt’s philosophy differ from Herbert Hoover’s?

	a.
	Roosevelt believed that in times of crisis, it was acceptable for government to aid people directly.

	b.
	Roosevelt played on the public’s fears.

	c.
	Roosevelt thought too much communication from the president would hamper recovery.

	d.
	Roosevelt believed in “rugged individualism.”


	Cause

	President Roosevelt appointed African Americans to key positions.

	
	

	Effect

	


____
16.
Which of the following effects best completes the chart above?

	a.
	African Americans left the Republican party.

	b.
	African Americans pushed through anti-lynching legislation.

	c.
	Southern Democrats increased their support of President Roosevelt.

	d.
	The DAR refused to allow Marian Anderson to sing at Constitution Hall.


	“How horrible, fantastic, incredible it is that we should be digging trenches and trying on gas masks here because of a quarrel in a faraway country.”

—Neville Chamberlain, 1938


____
17.
This statement by the prime minister of Great Britain about German efforts to gain control of a portion of Czechoslovakia prior to World War II hints at the prime minister’s support for what type of foreign policy?

	a.
	fascism

	b.
	lend-lease

	c.
	isolationism

	d.
	interventionism


____
18.
During World War II African Americans

	a.
	marched on Washington, D.C., to protest the violent treatment they suffered during the zoot suit riots.

	b.
	served in large numbers in the U.S. armed forces and found employment in industrial jobs that had earlier been denied to them.

	c.
	were banned from serving in the U.S. armed forces.

	d.
	joined with Mexican Americans to support isolationism through the Bracero Program.


____
19.
Which of the following were forced to leave their homes and move to camps away from the American coasts?

	a.
	African Americans

	b.
	German Americans

	c.
	Japanese Americans

	d.
	Jewish Americans


	Cause

	The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor

	
	

	Effect

	


____
20.
Which of the following effects best completes the chart above?

	a.
	Americans resolved to join the war, and the Japanese gained confidence in their ability to challenge the U.S. military.

	b.
	American military planners began to dismantle the U.S. naval fleet and to concentrate exclusively on building up air power.

	c.
	Americans increasingly favored isolationism, and the Japanese gained confidence to plan an attack on the U.S. mainland.

	d.
	The U.S. government waited for months to declare war on Japan, which gave the Axis powers the time they needed to build up their forces in the Pacific.


____
21.
Which of the following events helped fuel the second Red Scare?

	a.
	Chiang Kai-shek’s takeover of China

	b.
	the formation of the House Un-American Activities Committee

	c.
	Soviet detonation of an atomic bomb

	d.
	the passage of the Smith Act


	“Six years ago, . . . there was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the antitotalitarian side there were in the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later, there are 80,000,000,000 people under the absolute domination of Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 500,000. In other words, in less than six years, the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 1 against us.

“This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As one of our outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be from enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.” . . .

“The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has not been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest Nation on earth has had to offer . . . the finest homes, the finest college education and the finest jobs in government we can give.

“This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons in their mouths are the ones who have been most traitorous . . .”

 —Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950


____
22.
After hearing this speech, which of the following men most likely stated, “I think the greatest asset the Kremlin has is Senator McCarthy”?

	a.
	Harry S. Truman

	b.
	Douglas MacArthur

	c.
	Joseph Stalin

	d.
	Alger Hiss


____
23.
How might a member of Congress in 1950 have defended the passage of the McCarran Act?

	a.
	Military buildup is necessary to protect against the Communist threat.

	b.
	Freedom of speech should be protected at all costs.

	c.
	It makes sense to punish people for their thoughts before they act on them.

	d.
	Some infringement on individual rights is necessary to protect the nation.


____
24.
Why was the National Aeronautics and Space Administration formed?

	a.
	to develop nuclear power plants

	b.
	to search for life in outer space

	c.
	to develop planes that could carry nuclear weapons

	d.
	to take charge of U.S. programs for exploring outer space


____
25.
Why did the size of the Air Force grow in the 1950s while other branches of the military were shrinking?

	a.
	The other branches of the military were no longer useful.

	b.
	President Eisenhower had been a general in the Air Force.

	c.
	Bomber aircraft were a main method for delivering nuclear bombs.

	d.
	The United States sent round-the-clock spy planes over the Soviet Union throughout the Cold War.


____
26.
The unwillingness of President Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles to allow an election to reunify Vietnam shows that

	a.
	the U.S. government would always support a democratic government against a dictatorship.

	b.
	the U.S. government was willing to sacrifice democracy to the fight against communism.

	c.
	the United States was unwilling to commit to sending military aid to Vietnam.

	d.
	the United States was unwilling to go to war in the Middle East.


____
27.
One of President Kennedy’s greatest foreign policy successes was

	a.
	ending Fulgencio Batista’s reign.

	b.
	de-escalating the Vietnam War.

	c.
	eventually relieving some tensions of the Cold War.

	d.
	building the Berlin Wall.


____
28.
De facto segregation

	a.
	was struck down by the Supreme Court.

	b.
	has a legal basis.

	c.
	only existed in the South.

	d.
	existed throughout the United States in the 1960s.


“You have a row of dominoes set up. You knock over the first one, and what will happen to the last one is a certainty that it will go over very quickly.”

—Dwight D. Eisenhower
____
29.
In the quote above, Eisenhower spoke in support of which of the following policies?

	a.
	sending of arms, ammunition, supplies, and money to French forces in Vietnam

	b.
	Vietnamization

	c.
	sending of arms, ammunition, supplies, and money to the Vietminh

	d.
	the CIA-led overthrow of Ngo Dinh Diem


____
30.
Born on the Fourth of July described

	a.
	the distrust Americans felt toward their government after the Vietnam War.

	b.
	the painful experience of Vietnam veterans on coming home.

	c.
	the rise to power of Ho Chi Minh.

	d.
	the torture and solitary confinement suffered by POWs in Vietnam.


____
31.
What is the domino theory?

	a.
	the strategy of dropping strings of bombs to destroy large areas

	b.
	the belief that if one country entered a war, neighboring countries would quickly follow

	c.
	the belief that if one country fell to communism, neighboring countries would quickly follow

	d.
	a system for aiding South Vietnamese civilians


____
32.
“We have been too often disappointed by the optimism of the American leaders . . . For it seems now more certain than ever that the bloody experience of Vietnam is to end in a stalemate.”

—Walter Cronkite, February 27, 1968

Walter Cronkite made this statement in response to

	a.
	the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy.

	b.
	Operation Rolling Thunder.

	c.
	the Tet Offensive.

	d.
	the violence at the 1968 Democratic National Convention.


____
33.
What was the goal of the Geneva Conference?

	a.
	to decide which nations would control Vietnam in the future

	b.
	to determine the terms of the Vietnamese surrender to the French

	c.
	to work out a peace agreement and arrange for Indochina’s future

	d.
	to determine how and when elections would be held to select a new government for Vietnam


____
34.
President Kennedy sent advisers and aid to Vietnam in part to

	a.
	overthrow Ngo Dinh Diem.

	b.
	counter the Tet Offensive.

	c.
	help the French retain their colony.

	d.
	display U.S. strength and resolve.


____
35.
What led to the founding of the American Indian Movement?

	a.
	the awarding of the Pulitzer Prize to a Native American writer

	b.
	the publication of NOW’s Statement of Purpose

	c.
	the beginning of termination policy

	d.
	the successful occupation of Alcatraz


____
36.
What tactics did the National Organization for Women use to obtain its goals?

	a.
	strikes against major employers

	b.
	establishment of institutions for women only

	c.
	violent protests

	d.
	lobbying politicians for changes in laws


	Problem

	Energy shortages

	
	

	President Carter’s Proposed Solutions

	Change the attitudes of Americans toward conservation.

	Loosen regulation of the American oil industry.

	


____
37.
Study the chart and answer the question. Which of the following best completes the chart above?

	a.
	Wage war on OPEC countries.

	b.
	Drill for oil in Alaska.

	c.
	Develop alternative fuels.

	d.
	Lower taxes on gasoline.


____
38.
The first American Astronaut to walk on the moon was

	a.
	Buzz Aldrin.

	b.
	Neil Armstrong.

	c.
	Daniel Ellsberg.

	d.
	Michael Collins.


____
39.
President Carter’s greatest foreign policy achievement was the

	a.
	Panama Canal treaty.

	b.
	Love Canal treaty.

	c.
	Camp David Accords.

	d.
	1980 Olympic boycott.


____
40.
Who was appointed to sell Reaganomics to Congress?

	a.
	David A. Stockman

	b.
	George H. W. Bush

	c.
	Alan Greenspan

	d.
	Robert McFarlane


____
41.
Who benefited the most from the economic policies of the 1980s?

	a.
	African Americans

	b.
	wealthy Americans

	c.
	farmers

	d.
	steel and auto workers


____
42.
The major peace agreement between Israel and Palestine hosted by President Clinton was known as

	a.
	the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

	b.
	the Oslo Accords.

	c.
	the North American Free Trade Agreement.

	d.
	the Contract with America.
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____
43.
Which state elected an independent to the House?

	a.
	Minnesota

	b.
	Tennessee

	c.
	South Carolina

	d.
	Vermont


____
44.
Which of the following greatly increased the efficiency of American business in the twenty-first century?

	a.
	genetic engineering

	b.
	agriculture

	c.
	Medicaid

	d.
	computerized information


____
45.
President Bush’s decision to cancel the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty caused friction with

	a.
	Donald Rumsfeld.

	b.
	Russia and China.

	c.
	Afghanistan.

	d.
	Colin Powell.


____
46.
The Black Cabinet acted as unofficial advisers to President Roosevelt and

	a.
	became huge supporters of the Republican Party.

	b.
	played a leading role in getting African Americans appointed to key positions in President Roosevelt’s administration.

	c.
	stood as a powerful symbol of rising African American influence in government.

	d.
	helped push through New Deal programs that dealt with discrimination against African Americans.


____
47.
What was a key goal of the Yalta Conference?

	a.
	to divide Berlin into three sectors

	b.
	to agree on what countries could join the United Nations

	c.
	to encourage the Soviet Union to provide weapons to Great Britain

	d.
	to reach an agreement on what to do with Germany


____
48.
How did Stalin spread communism in Eastern Europe?

	a.
	He used the policy of containment.

	b.
	He demanded fair and impartial elections in European countries.

	c.
	He invaded Yugoslavia and took over its government.

	d.
	He killed or jailed political opponents.


____
49.
Was the U.S. operation in Afghanistan considered a success?

	a.
	no; because the Northern Alliance could not defeat the Taliban

	b.
	yes; because Osama bin Laden was captured

	c.
	yes; because Afghanistan was able to hold presidential and parliamentary elections

	d.
	no; because surviving members of the Taliban continued to launch frequent and deadly terrorist attacks throughout the country


____
50.
Poverty was a growing problem in the late nineteenth century because

	a.
	industry and cities were growing rapidly.

	b.
	small family farms were failing.

	c.
	the American population was “graying.”

	d.
	New Deal programs had failed.
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