World History
Grade 7

Chapter 16 Section 1 AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
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1. The early Greeks also worshiped many gods and goddesses is irrelevant because the topic of the paragraph isn’t the worship of gods and goddesses, but the Maya belief in gods and goddesses.
2. Three non-essential sentences:

a. Not many houses today could hold all those people.

b. Very few people are farmers today.

c. Now most people buy their clothes.
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The early Maya used their physical environment to their benefit. They farmed and used resources from the forest for food and building materials.
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1. Mayan trade routes followed the paths of the area’s rivers.
2. Forest goods, cotton and cacao beans were all exported from lowland areas.
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Because no single ruler ever united the many cities of the Maya civilization, it is not considered an empire.
The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her view on the benefits and detriments of Palenque’s setting in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material, specifically referencing its border location between the highlands and lowlands.
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Mayan class structure included an upper class composed of priests, merchants and noble warriors. The highest position in this upper class was the king. Lower class Mayans were farmers, craftsmen and hunters who had to pay their rulers by giving them part of their crops and goods.
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Historians believe that several factors may have caused the end of Maya civilization:

· Burden on common people caused a rebellion and subsequent lack of food and labor

· Continuous warfare may have caused most people to flee the cities and resulted in a disruption of trade
· Lack of ability to produce enough food for a growing population due to overuse of land

· Drought conditions resulting in a shortage of food
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