World History
Grade 7

Chapter 16 Section 1 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Forest animals such as deer, rabbits, and monkeys were sources of food for the Maya. Other forest resources included trees and other plants which were used as building materials. 
1b. Mayan villages grew into large cities after small villages began trading with one another and began to prosper.
2a. Mayan cities included some of the following:
· A government

· A king

· A trade network

· Grand buildings
· Stone pyramids topped with temples

· Canals

· Plazas for public gatherings

· Terraced farmlands

· Stone court for a special ball game

2b. Mayans traded for items they could not source locally and this trade strengthened the Mayan civilization, allowing cities to grow, building and establishing themselves as prosperous communities.
3a. The upper class in Mayan society was composed of priests, merchants and noble warriors. The King held the highest position in Maya society.
3b. Every Mayan tried to please their gods by offering blood through piercing and sometimes offering human sacrifice.
3c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain what the student feels was the most impressive cultural achievement of the Maya in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material.
4a. Historians aren’t sure what happened to the Maya after 900. It is thought that the burden on the common people to produce food or a strain on the environment to produce growing amounts of food necessary to support the increasing population caused a rebellion and food shortage. Historians also guess that battles for power became widespread, disrupting trade and causing people to flee. Finally, historians speculate that droughts may have made it hard to grow enough food.
4b. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain what the student feels was the key factor in the collapse of Maya civilization in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material.
5. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


6. Focus on Writing: Student articles should accurately describe how he or she would describe the land and Maya cities and what he or she thinks about the history and culture of the Maya, appropriately referencing the material learned in the section. 
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