World History
Grade 7

Chapter 16 Section 3 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. The Inca Empire was located in South America. The empire’s terrain included coastal deserts, snowy mountains, fertile valleys, and thick forests.
1b. The Incas controlled their economy by telling each household what work to do for the government as well as for themselves, paying taxes in the form of labor rather than with money.
1c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if he or she thinks that the mita system was a good government policy in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material.
2a. Two social classes existed in Inca society. The emperor, priests, and government officials made up the upper class. The lower class included farmers, artisans and servants.
2b. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain if he or she thinks the Inca road system helped strengthen the empire in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material. 
3a. The Spanish gained full control over Inca lands when the Spanish caught the unarmed Incas by surprise attack.
3b. Pizarro was able to defeat the much larger forces of the Incas because he took the Incas by surprise and captured their leader.
3c. Fierce fighting during the civil war with his brother weakened Atahualpa’s kingship and his empire. If the Spanish had not arrived until a few years later, Atahualpa may have had time to rebuild his army and may not have fallen as easily to the Spanish.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


5. Focus on Writing: Student ideas should be well conceived and should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the lands where the Incas lived, including how he or she would highlight the diversity of geography, descriptions of specific sites, and comments about how the Incas’ building activities related to their environment and details about what happened when the Spanish arrived.
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