World History
Grade 7

Chapter 19 Section 1 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Marco Polo, an Italian trader, traveled to China and recorded his experiences, among them serving as a government official in Kublai Khan’s court. Polo’s descriptions inspired curiosity and then a demand for Asian goods and trade flourished.
1b. The four major trade cities of Italy, Florence, Genoa, Milan, and Venice, were important economically because all of the economic trade and market activity made the merchant families incredibly wealthy, and eventually this wealth would make Italy the focus of European culture.
1c. The city of Florence began as a trading center for wool, but its rise to a position of fame came from the success of its banking community – bankers loaned money and charged interest, making a fortune in the process.
2a. The study of humanities and the humanist movement inspired Renaissance artists and scholars.
2b. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain which artist the student would rather have met in real life - Michelangelo or Leonardo da Vinci, and the reason for his or her choice in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material. 
2c. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain why the student thinks Dante Alighieri chose to write in Italian, rather than Latin, the language used by most scholars in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the section material.
3. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


4. Focus on Writing: Student main idea should accurately reflect the statement “Due to contact with Asia and the wealth that resulted from trade, the Renaissance began in Italy”. Student answer should also include the key details in the section that support this main idea. 
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