World History
Grade 7

Chapter 3 Section 1 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Mesopotamia was located between two rivers, the Tigris and the Euphrates, between Asia Minor and the Persian Gulf.
1b. The Fertile Crescent was named for its shape as a large arc of rich, fertile farmland.

1c. The most important factor in making Mesopotamia’s farmland fertile were the yearly floods from the Tigris and Euphrates which brought silt, a mixture of rich soil and tiny rocks, making the land ideal for farming.
2a. Farmers needed to develop a system to control their water supply because flooding was a major problem. People built canals to protect houses from flooding and to move water to the fields instead.
2b. Irrigation increased the amount of food that farmers were able to grow, leading to a surplus in food. Since farming became more productive, some people were free to do other jobs and new occupations developed. This division of labor contributed to the growth of Mesopotamian civilization. 
2c. Running large projects would prepare people for running a government because this type of task required specialized workers, managers and organization, all things obtained with structure and rules. Laws and government provide this sort of structure and rules.
3. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


4. Understanding Geography: Student lists should be well conceived and sketches should reflect a knowledge and appropriate application of the geographical and historical material in Chapter 3 Section 1. 
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