World History
Grade 7

Chapter 8 Section 2 Assessment AK
Correct answers should be similar, but are not limited to, 
those provided below.
1a. Aristocrats are those members of a population who are rich landowners and/or nobility. 
1b. Oligarchy names a system in government in which a few people have power while Tyranny describes a government under one leader who rules by the use of force.
2a. The democracy created by Cleisthenes separated power from the rich. Cleisthenes called on the support of the people and established the world’s first democracy, allowing citizens the right to participate in the assembly.
2b. Pericles changed Athenian democracy by encouraging the spread of democracy, suggesting that Athenians take pride in their city, believing that participating in government was just as important as defending Athens in war, even paying those who served in public offices or on juries.
3a. Athens had a direct democracy.

3b. The answer to this question is a matter of personal opinion and therefore there is no set answer. Student answers should be well written and should articulately explain his or her thoughts about situations in which a representative democracy would work better than a direct democracy in a well-supported, concise paragraph that appropriately references the Section 2 text.
4. A more detailed grading rubric for this activity is provided on the course Answer Key page.


5. Focus on Writing: Student writing should be well conceived and should reflect an appropriate application of the concept of applying characteristics and personalities to physical features and then to roles in creating a government. Students should also address the question, would each rule as tyrants or build a democracy.
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