Chapter 11: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. What changes set the stage for European imperialism in Asia and Africa?

Answer:  The Industrial Revolution introduced new technologies that increased the European military advantage over the rest of the world, and the great empires of Asia and North Africa all had severe internal problems at the time when European power was rising.

2. What role did the British East India Company play in British imperialism in India?

Answer:  

3. What were the advances in communication, and how were they achieved?

Answer: controlled trade between Britain, India, and East Asia; ruled India in Britain's name  

4. What was life like in India when it became a British colony?

Answer:  administration of India mainly carried out by British officials; British lived in segregated neighborhoods; few opportunities for Indians to participate in government; Indian nationalism grew;

boycotts started

Chapter 11: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How did Western nations gain power and influence in China in the 1800s?  

Answer: Britain smuggled opium to China; forced Chinese to sign unequal treatie benefiting Europeans at China’s expense

2. What led to the rise of Japan as a major power?

Answer:   During the Meiji period, Japan made reforms and modernized.

3. How did European power and influence increase in Southeast Asia?

Answer: Dutch, British, and French claimed colonies in Southeast Asia.

Chapter 11: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. What factors led to the new imperialism? 

Answer: desire for markets for their manufactured goods and investment; desire for raw materials; desire to protect European entrepreneurs; rivalry between European powers

2. How did the European powers claim territory in Africa?

Answer:  Britain took control of Egypt, began to compete with France over trade in West Coast of Africa; Belgium began to develop commercial interests; Germany declared protectorates over four African territories

3. How did Africans resist European imperialism? 

Answer:  in battle, sometimes with modern weapons and sometimes without them

Chapter 11: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. How did various groups struggle for power in Mexico before and during the Mexican Revolution?

Answer:  civil war, jailing opposition, peasant revolt

2. How did growing U.S. influence in Latin America change the region?

Answer:   Cuba gained independence from Spain; Panama Canal was built; Roosevelt Corollary threatened miliary force to keep Europe out of the Americas

