Chapter 14: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. In what ways did Germany expand in the late 1930s?

Answer:  It took over German-speaking Austria and the Czech Sudetenland, which had large 

German-speaking populations.

2. What alliances did Axis nations make in the 1930s?

Answer:  Germany and Japan agreed to the Anti-Comintern Pact, and were joined by Italy a year later.

Italy and Germany signed a military alliance.

3. How did the war begin?

Answer: the invasion of Poland, followed by the massing of German troops on its western border

4. What were the causes and effects of Japan’s attack on the United States?

Answer: Causes—Japan’s military expansion and aggression; alliance with Germany and Italy; response to America’s ban on the sale of oil; Effects—U.S. declared war on Japan.   

Chapter 14: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. In what ways were Americans involved in the early years of the war?  

Answer:  The U.S. gave military aid to Great Britain, which led to shooting between American vessels and German craft and the sinking of an American escort ship by a German U-boat.

2. How did the war in North Africa and Italy progress? 

Answer:   Allies drove Axis out of North Africa; used as base for launching invasion of Europe

through Italy

3. What was the turning point in the Soviet Union?

Answer:  the Battle of Stalingrad

4. What was the turning point in the Pacific?

Answer:  the Battle of Midway

Chapter 14: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. What was the history of Nazi anti-Semitism during the 1930s? 

Answer:  Nazis passed laws creating separate legal status for Jews, denying citizenship, right to government jobs, and limiting right to work and own property; thousands of Jews deported 

2. What was the Nazi government’s “Final Solution”? 

Answer:  deliberate, mass execution of Jewish prisoners in German control

3. How did the world react to Hitler’s efforts to destroy European Jews? 

Answer:  with disbelief; when reports were confirmed, U.S. and Great Britian officials met to discuss

possible responses

Chapter 14: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. How did the war end in Europe? 

Answer:  Soviets pushed Hitler’s troops backward in the east and Allies launched D-Day invasion of France in the west, pushing toward Germany.

2. How did the war end in the Pacific?

Answer:  The Allies continued their islandhopping strategy and attacked the major islands of Japan from the air; then the U.S. dropped two atomic bombs on Japanese cities.

3. What were the Allied plans for the postwar world? 

Answer:  Roosevelt and Churchill wanted no territorial gain and wanted a peaceful world in which

nations chose their own governments and worked together for mutual prosperity. Stalin joined the two leaders at a conference, and agreed to work toward peace, but wanted former Polish territory.

