Chapter 6: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. What caused the French Revolution?

Answer:  inequalities in society, Enlightenment ideas, poor leadership, financial crisis, hunger and cold

2. What happened during the first events of the Revolution?

Answer:  Members of the Third Estate demanded more representation and rights; a mob stormed the Bastille; rumors of retaliation spread.

3. How did the French create a new nation?

Answer: National Assembly completed constitution; restricted king’s power; created Legislative Assembly; gave citizens broad rights; ended monarchy

Chapter 6: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. What changes did the radical government make in French society and politics?  

Answer:  tried and executed king; set up Committee of Public Safety and the Revolutionary Tribunal; closed churches; tried to undo old ways

2. What was the Reign of Terror, and how did it end?

Answer:  a period of accusations, trials, and executions that created a wave of fear; when those who began the terror were killed  

Chapter 6: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. How did Napoleon rise to power?

Answer:  achieved military successes, showed courage and leadership, covered up his defeat, his supporters staged coup d’état

2. How did Emperor Napoleon come to dominate Europe?

Answer:  strengthened control over France; began a series of wars to conquer Europe

3. What were Napoleon’s most important policies?

Answer:  recognized influence of the Church; established Bank of France; set up efficient tax system; Napoleonic Code revised and organized laws; promoted order and authority over individual rights; established schools

Chapter 6: Section 4 Reading Focus

1. What events caused disaster and defeat for Napoleon?

Answer:  miserable failure of Russian campaign; enemies allied themselves and attacked Napoleon’s forces near Leipzig

2. What were Napoleon’s last campaigns?

Answer:  The Hundred Days, Battle of Waterloo

3. What did the Congress of Vienna achieve?

Answer:  redrew map of Europe; formed the German Confederation; took and distributed France’s conquered territories; restored some monarchies

4. What is the legacy of the French Revolution?

Answer:  monarchs no longer secure in their positions, people realized they could change their governments and destinies

