Chapter 7: Section 1 Reading Focus

1. Why did the Industrial Revolution begin in Great Britain?

Answer: colonies provided raw materials, political stability encouraged commerce, powerful navy defended shipping, government supported business, agricultural factors, factors of production 

2. How did industrialization cause a revolution in the production of textiles?

Answer:  new devices allowed faster and less labor-intensive production of cloth

3. How did steam power the Industrial Revolution?

Answer: British inventors harnessed the force of steam to drive steam engines, first in textile mills, then in trains and steamships.

4. Where did industrialization spread beyond Great Britain?

Answers:  America, continental Europe, Asia

Chapter 7: Section 2 Reading Focus

1. How was production organized before factories?  

Answer:  in small cottage industries; a family worked together to produce goods such as cloth or barrels

2. What were factories and factory towns like?

Answer:   factories—often dangerous; work divided into separate, easily-learned tasks; low wages; long hours; factory towns—comprised of shoddy, closepacked company dwellings; polluted; poor sanitation

3. How did the factory system affect workers?

Answer: workers paid only for hours worked; little incentive to improve job performance; large supply of unskilled workers; employers preferred women and children

4. What was mass production, and what were its effects?

Answers:  system of manufacturing large numbers of identical items; large increase in production, decrease in prices, standardization of measurements, repetitive jobs

Chapter 7: Section 3 Reading Focus

1. What new ideas about economics developed during the Industrial Revolution? 

Answer:  laissez-faire economics, The Wealth of Nations, increased role of entrepreneur

2. What competing economic ideas arose as a result?

Answer:  socialism, communism

3. How did the Industrial Revolution affect society?

Answer:  growth of new industries, working class women in factories and other jobs, migration of job-seekers to cities, pollution, some countries became powerful, increased standard of living

