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Answer Key

Chapter 3: The
Constitution

SECTION 1
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. popular sovereignty

. checks and balances

. rule of law

. separation of powers

. limited government

. to reject

. the power to decide if the actions of the

legislative and executive branches are
constitutional

. any law or action that violates the

Constitution

. the distribution of powers between the

national government and state
governments

SECTION 2
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. Thomas Jefferson

. James Madison

. Twenty-first Amendment

. Bill of Rights

. Constitutional amendments can be

proposed by Congress with the approval of
two-thirds of both the House and the
Senate or by delegates at a national
convention called by Congress at the
request of at least two-thirds of the state
legislatures. All amendments have been
proposed using the first method.

. Congress sends amendments to the states

for ratification and determines which of
two methods is used. Legislatures of at
least three-fourths of the states can
approve an amendment, or conventions of
citizen-elected delegates in at least three-
fourths of the states can ratify.

. The First Amendment set the tone for the

Bill of Rights. It declares what the federal
government may not do and is intended as
a restriction on the government’s power to
limit individual freedoms.

SECTION 3

1.
2.
3.

executive agreements
political party
cabinet

4. the electoral college

5. Political parties have an impact on how
the Constitution is interpreted because
they help determine the choice of
candidates, policies, and programs
presented to voters.

6. Answers will vary. A sample answer is
that the criticism about the separation of
power causing gridlock is the most
accurate. The battles between the president
and Congress often seem to result in
delays or ineffective legislation.

Chapter 4: Federalism

SECTION 1
1.b
2.¢
3.¢

6. national government
7. full faith and credit
8. states
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SECTION 2

1. Any three of the following are acceptable:
first era of American federalism; lasted
from about 1789 to the 1930s; state and
national governments were equal
authorities; based on a strict reading of the
Constitution; national government’s
powers included only those listed in the
Constitution with all other powers
reserved to the states

2. Any three of the following are acceptable:
second era of American federalism,;
federalism under the New Deal; marked a
major change in the role of national
government; national and state
government worked together to resolve the
crisis of the Great Depression

3. Any three of the following are acceptable:
third era of American federalism; began in
the 1960s; what President Johnson called
his approach to solving national problems;
Great Society program expanded the
powers of the national government;
involved releasing national funds to state
and local communities to achieve national
goals; states could lose funding if the
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