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PROGRAM AUTHORS

Linda Rief, Alfred Tatum, Kylene Beers, 
Patrick Schwarz, and Carol Jago

Kylene Beers is the senior pro-
gram author for Elements of Lit-
erature. A former middle school 
teacher, she is now Senior Read-
ing Advisor to Secondary Schools 
for Teachers College Reading 
and Writing Project at Columbia 
University. She is the author of 
When Kids Can’t Read: What Teach-
ers Can Do and co-editor (with 
Linda Rief and Robert E. Probst) 
of Adolescent Literacy: Turning 
Promise into Practice. The former 
editor of the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE) literacy 
journal Voices from the Middle, Dr. 
Beers is the NCTE vice-president 
and will assume the presidency 
in 2008. With articles in English 
Journal, Journal of Adolescent 
and Adult Literacy, School Library 
Journal, Middle Matters, and Voices 
from the Middle, she speaks both 
nationally and internationally as 
a recognized authority on strug-
gling readers. Dr. Beers has served 
on the review boards of English 
Journal, The ALAN Review, the 

Special Interest Group on Ado-
lescent Literature of the Interna-
tional Reading Association, and 
the Assembly on Literature for 
Adolescents of the NCTE. She is 
the 2001 recipient of the Richard 
W. Halley Award given by NCTE 
for outstanding contributions 
to middle school literacy. 

Carol Jago is a teacher with 
thirty-two years of experience at 
Santa Monica High School in Cali-
fornia. The author of nine books 
on education, she continues to 
share her experiences as a writer 
and as a speaker at conferences 
and seminars across the country. 
Her wide and varied experience 
in standards assessment and sec-
ondary education in general has 
made her a sought-after speaker. 
As an author, Ms. Jago also works 
closely with Heinemann Publish-
ers and with the National Council 
of Teachers of English. Her long-
time association with NCTE led to 
her June 2007 election to a four-

year term on the council’s board. 
During that term she will serve 
for one year as president of the 
council. She is also active with the 
California Association of Teachers 
of English (CATE) and has edited 
CATE’s scholarly journal Califor-
nia English since 1996. Ms. Jago 
served on the planning commit-
tees for the 2009 NAEP Reading 
Framework and the 2011 NAEP 
Writing Framework.

Deborah Appleman is professor 
and chair of educational stud-
ies and director of the Summer 
Writing Program at Carleton Col-
lege in Northfield, Minnesota. 
Dr. Appleman’s primary research 
interests include adolescent 
response to literature, multicul-
tural literature, and the teaching 
of literary theory in high school. 
With a team of classroom teach-
ers, she co-edited Braided Lives, 
a multicultural literature anthol-
ogy. In addition to many articles 
and book chapters, she is the 
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author of Critical Encounters in 
High School English: Teaching 
Critical Theory to Adolescents and 
co-author of Teaching Literature 
to Adolescents. Her most recent 
book, Reading for Themselves, 
explores the use of extracur-
ricular book clubs to encourage 
adolescents to read for pleasure. 
Dr. Appleman was a high school 
English teacher, working in both 
urban and suburban schools. She 
is a frequent national speaker and 
consultant and continues to work 
weekly in high schools with stu-
dents and teachers. 

Leila Christenbury is a former 
high school English teacher and 
currently professor of English edu-
cation at Virginia Commonwealth 
University, Richmond. The former 
editor of English Journal, she is 
the author of ten books, including 
Writing on Demand, Making the 
Journey, and Retracing the Journey: 
Teaching and Learning in an Ameri-
can High School. Past president of 
the National Council of Teachers 

of English, Dr. Christenbury is also 
a former member of the steering 
committee of the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP). A recipient of the Rewey 
Belle Inglis Award for Outstanding 
Woman in English Teaching, Dr. 
Christenbury is a frequent speaker 
on issues of English teaching 
and learning and has been inter-
viewed and quoted on CNN and 
in the New York Times, USA Today, 
Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, 
and US News & World Report.

Sara Kajder, author of Bring-
ing the Outside In: Visual Ways to 
Engage Reluctant Readers and The 
Tech-Savvy English Classroom, is 
an assistant professor at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State 
University (Virginia Tech). She 
has served as co-chair of NCTE’s 
Conference on English Education 
(CEE) Technology Commission 
and of the Society for Informa-
tion Technology and Teacher 
Education (SITE) English Educa-
tion Committee. Dr. Kajder is the 

recipient of the first SITE National 
Technology Leadership Fellow-
ship in English Education; she is 
a former English and language 
arts teacher for high school and 
middle school.

Linda Rief has been a classroom 
teacher for twenty-five years. 
She is author of The Writer’s-
Reader’s Notebook and Inside the 
Writer’s-Reader’s Notebook, Seek-
ing Diversity, 100 Quickwrites, and 
Vision and Voice as well as the 
co-author (with Kylene Beers and 
Robert E. Probst) of Adolescent 
Literacy: Turning Promise into 
Practice. Ms. Rief has written 
numerous chapters and journal 
articles, and she co-edited the 
first five years of Voices from the 
Middle. During the summer she 
teaches graduate courses at the 
University of New Hampshire and 
Northeastern University. She is a 
national and international consul-
tant on adolescent literacy issues. 

Leila Christenbury, Héctor Rivera, 
Sara Kajder, Eric Cooper, and 
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