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Isabel L. Beck is professor of edu-
cation and senior scientist at the
University of Pittsburgh. Dr. Beck
has conducted extensive research
on vocabulary and comprehen-
sion and has published well over
one hundred articles and sev-
eral books, including Improving
Comprehension with Questioning
the Author (with Margaret McK-
eown) and Bringing Words to Life:
Robust Vocabulary Instruction
(with Margaret McKeown and
Linda Kucan). Dr. Beck’s numerous
national awards include the Oscar
S. Causey Award for outstanding
research from the National Read-
ing Conference and the William S.
Gray Award from the International
Reading Association for lifetime
contributions to the field of read-
ing research and practice.

Margaret G. McKeown is a
senior scientist at the University
of Pittsburgh’s Learning Research
and Development Center. Her
research in reading comprehen-
sion and vocabulary has been
published extensively in outlets
for both research and practitioner
audiences. Recognition of her
work includes the International
Reading Association’s (IRA) Dis-
sertation of the Year Award and a
National Academy of Education
Spencer Fellowship. Before her
career in research, Dr. McKeown
taught elementary school.

Amy Benjamin is a veteran
teacher, literacy coach,
consultant, and researcher
in secondary-level literacy
instruction. She has been
recognized for excellence
in teaching from the New
York State English Coun-
cil, Union College, and Tufts
University. Ms. Benjamin is
the author of several books about
reading comprehension, writing
instruction, grammar, and differen-
tiation. Her most recent book
(with Tom Oliva) is Engaging
Grammar: Practical Advice for

Real Classrooms, published by

the National Council of Teachers

of English. Ms. Benjamin has had

a long association and leadership
role with the NCTE’s Assembly

for the Teaching of English
Grammar (ATEG).

Eric Cooper is the president of
the National Urban Alliance for
Effective Education (NUA) and
co-founder of the Urban Partner-
ship for Literacy with the IRA. He
currently works with theNCTE to
support improvements in urban
education and collaborates with
the Council of the Great City
Schools. In line with his educa-
tional mission to support the
improvement of education for
urban and minority students,

Dr. Cooper writes, lectures, and
produces educational documen-
taries and talk shows to provide
advocacy for children who live in
disadvantaged circumstances.
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Harvey Daniels is a former col-
lege professor and classroom
teacher, working in urban and
suburban Chicago schools.
Known for his pioneering work on
student book clubs, Dr. Daniels

is author and co-author of many
books, including Literature Circles:
Voice and Choice in Book Clubs and
Reading Groups and Best Practice:
Today’s Standards for Teaching and
Learning in America’s Schools.
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Ben Garcia is associate director of
education at the Skirball Cultural
Center in Los Angeles, California,
where he oversees school pro-
grams and teacher professional
development. He is a board mem-
ber of the Museum Educators of
Southern California and presents
regularly at conferences in the
area of visual arts integration
across curricula. Prior to the
Skirball, he worked with class-
room teachers for six years in the
Artand Language Arts program at
the J. Paul Getty Museum. Recent
publications include Art and
Science: A Curriculum for K-12
Teachers and Neoclassicism and
the Enlightenment: A Curriculum for
Middle and High School Teachers.
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Judith L. Irvin taught middle
school for several years before
entering her career as a univer-
sity professor. She now teaches
courses in curriculum and instruc-
tional leadership and literacy at
Florida State University. Dr. Irvin's
many publications include Read-
ing and the High School Student:
Strategies to Enhance Literacy and
Integrating Literacy and Learning
in the Content Area Classroom.
Her latest book, Taking Action: A
Leadership Model for Improving
Adolescent Literacy, is the result
of a Carnegie-funded project and
is published by the Association
for Supervision and Curriculum
Development.

Victoria Ramirez is the interim
education director at the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston, Texas,
where she plans and implements
programs, resources, and publica-
tions for teachers and serves as
liaison to local school districts and
teacher organizations. She also
chairs the Texas Art Education
Association’s museum division. Dr.
Ramirez earned a doctoral degree
in curriculum and instruction
from the College of Education at
the University of Houston and an
M.A.T. in museum education from
George Washington University.

A former art history instructor

at Houston Community College,
Dr. Ramirez currently teaches
education courses at the
University of Houston.
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Héctor H. Rivera is an assistant
professor at Southern Methodist
University, School of Education
and Human Development. Dr.
Rivera is also the director of the
SMU Professional Development/
ESL Supplemental Certification
Program for Math and Science
Teachers of At-Risk Middle and
High School LEP Newcomer
Adolescents. This federally funded
program develops, delivers, and
evaluates professional develop-
ment for educators who work
with at-risk newcomer adolescent
students. Dr. Rivera is also
collaborating on school reform
projects in Guatemala and with
the Institute of Arctic Education
in Greenland.

Mabel Rivera is a research assis-
tant professor at the Texas Insti-
tute for Measurement, Evaluation,
and Statistics at the University

of Houston. Her current research
interests include the education of
and prevention of reading difficul-
ties in English-language learners.
In addition, Dr. Rivera is involved
in local and national service
activities for preparing school
personnel to teach students

with special needs.

Robin Scarcella is a professor

at the University of California at
Irvine, where she also directs the
Program in Academic English/
English as a Second Language.
She has a Ph.D. in linguistics
from the University of Southern
California and an M.A. degree

in education-second language
acquisition from Stanford Uni-
versity. She has taught all grade
levels. She has been active in
shaping policies affecting lan-
guage assessment, instruction,
and teacher professional develop-
ment. In the last four years, she
has spoken to over ten thousand
teachers and administrators. She
has written over thirty scholarly
articles that appear in such jour-
nals as the TESOL Quarterly and
Brain and Language. Her most
recent publication is Accelerating
Academic English: A Focus on

the English Learner.

Patrick Schwarz is professor of
special education and chair of
the Diversity in Learning and
Development department for
National-Louis University,
Chicago, lllinois. He is author of
From Disability to Possibility and
You're Welcome (co-written with



	Program Consultants, p. v



