PREPARING FOR STANDARDIZED TESTS

Literary Skills Review

Theme Dpirections: Read the two stories. Then, answer each question
that follows.

Standards Focus

Objectives
Students will
- analyze recurring themes

« analyze cause and effect

« compare and contrast

- use context clues to understand the
literal meanings of words

- write a response to literature

Guided Practice

If necessary, use the annotations
to guide students in their reading
before they answer the questions.

Ed Theme

What work does the dog perform for
food? Possible response: He guards
the property, keeps a fox from the hen-
house, and protects the children.

Which scene in the first story helps
you find the theme? Possible
response: the scene when the wolf
runs quickly back to the forest

Test-Taking Tip

Remind students that, when taking a
multiple-choice test, they should do
two things:

B Read the question before looking
at the answers.

m Predict an answer before looking at
the choices.
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Literary Skills
m Analyze theme.
m Analyze recurring themes.
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The Dog and the WOlf by Aesop (6th cent. B.C.)

ne cold and snowy winter the
O Wolf couldn’t find enough to eat.

She was almost dead with hunger
when a House Dog happened by.

“Ah, cousin,” said the Dog, “you are
skin and bones. Come, leave your life of
roaming and starving in the forest. Come
with me to my master and you’ll never go
hungry again”

“What will I have to do for my food?”
said the Wolf.

“Not much,” said the House Dog.
“Guard the property, keep the Fox from
the henhouse, protect the children. It's an
easy life”

That sounded good to the Wolf, so
the Dog and the Wolf headed to the vil-
lage. On the way the Wolf noticed a ring
around the Dog’s neck where the hair had
been rubbed oft.

“What’s that?” she asked.

“Oh, it’s nothing,” said the Dog. “It’s
just where the collar is put on at night to
keep me chained up. I'm used to it

“Chained up!” exclaimed the Wolf, as
she ran quickly back to the forest.

Better to starve free than to be a well-fed
slave.

The Puppy by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (20th century)

translated by Michael Glenny

dog Sharik chained up, a ball of fluff
shackled since he was a puppy.

One day I took him some chicken
bones that were still warm and smelt deli-
cious. The boy had just let the poor dog oft
his lead to have a run round the yard. The
snow there was deep and feathery; Sharik
was bounding about like a hare, first on his

In our backyard a boy keeps his little

hind legs, then on his front ones, from one
corner of the yard to the other, back and
forth, burying his muzzle in the snow.

He ran towards me, his coat all shaggy,
jumped up at me, sniffed the bones—
then off he went again, belly-deep in the
SNOW.

I don’t need your bones, he said. Just
give me my freedom. . ..
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1. In the fable “The Dog and the Wolf," the Wolf
decides to go to the village with the House
Dog because the Wolf —

A is cold

B is hungry

C wants an easier life
D likes children

2. What does the Wolf notice on the way to the
village?
A Children playing happily
B Well-fed people
C Aring on the Dog’s neck
D Astrange smell

5. When Sharik rejects the food, the narrator —
A understands a truth about life
B is sorry for the puppy
C feelsangry and sad
D realizes the puppy doesn't like him

6. What do the House Dog and Sharik have in
common?

A They both are chained at times.
B They both run away from home.
C They both are starving.

D They both hate their masters.

7. What do both the Wolf and Sharik want
more than food?

3. The Wolf considers the collar to be a symbol A Love
of — B Friends
A freedom C Security
B slavery D Freedom
C honor
D civilization Constructed Response

4. In the story “The Puppy,” the narrator brings
Sharik food in order to —

A steal him from the boy
B teach him to beg

C give him a treat

D keep him from starving

8. What theme do the fable from ancient
Greece and the story from modern-day
Russia have in common?

Word-Attack Skills Mini-Lesson

Review Use the activity below to check students’ grasp of
the word-attack skills taught in this collection.

Activity Have students read the following pairs of words,
note the accented syllable, and choose the correct meaning.

1. RE ject (b) a.v.torefuse to accept
ReJECT______  (a) h.n.arejected person
2. DESert (a) a.n.dryland
De SERT (b) b.v.toleave
3. CON trast (b) b.n.differencein
compared objects
Con TRAST (a) a.v.tocompare

4. PRO duce (a) a.n.fruits and vegetables
proDUCE____ (b) b.v.to bring forth or make
5. PRES ent (b) a.v.tointroduce
pre SENT () b.n.agift
6. CON vert (b) a.v.to turn from one belief to
another
con VERT () b.n.apersonwho has changed

to a new religion

Independent Practice

Answers and Explanations

1. B Sheis starving. She might also
feel A, G, or D, but these are not
mentioned in the story.

2. C A, B, and D are not mentioned in
the story.

3. B The wolf does not want to be
“chained up.” A, C, and D are posi-
tive symbols.

4, C Stealing Sharik (A) or teaching
him (B) are not mentioned. Sharik
does not act hungry (D).

5. A The narrator may also be sorry
for the puppy (B), but he does not
focus on this, nor does he express
anger or sadness (C). The puppy is
friendly (D).

6. A Sharik does not run away (B).
Both seem well-fed (C). Their feel-
ings toward their masters are not
revealed (D).

D The wolf and Sharik both reject
everything for freedom. Sharik has
love (A). Neither shows interest in
friends (B) or security (C).

5

Constructed Response

8. Possible response: Freedom is
more important than food or
security.
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