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Math Concept Reader

by Jennifer Marrewa

Time to Take a Trip!
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Maria’s family plans a trip. They look for 

places to visit. They look for things to do. Maria 

loves to travel. She meets new people. She 

learns new things.
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Chapter 1:
Where Will Maria Go?
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California
Los

Angeles

Maria lives in Los Angeles, California. She 

wants to visit a zoo. She wants to go to a 

museum. Her family likes those places, too. 

They look at a map to plan their trip.
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Maria’s mom compares the distances to both 

places. The zoo is in San Diego. San Diego is 116 

miles from their home. The museum is in Santa 

Barbara. Santa Barbara is 105 miles from home. 
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Distance from Maria’s house to the zoo	 116 Miles

Distance from Maria’s house to the museum	 105 Miles

The distance from Maria’s home to the zoo is 

greater than the distance from her home to the 

museum. 116 is greater than 105. Maria’s family 

thinks about other places they might visit near 

the zoo. They also think about other places near 

the museum.
�

ca25os_lay070108ac_cr.indd   7 1/8/07   10:25:36 PM

DIGITAL FINAL PROOF

HP_Administrator
Medium Stamp


2-MEOL06_10

null

6.1649046

eng - iTunPGAP
0��

eng - iTunNORM
 0000028B 00000000 000012AB 00000000 0000023E 00000000 00005A55 00000000 00000224 00000000�

eng - iTunSMPB
 00000000 00000210 0000062F 0000000000020AC1 00000000 00005D10 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000�

HP_Administrator
Medium Stamp


2-MEOL06_11

null

6.0604143

eng - iTunPGAP
0��

eng - iTunNORM
 00000274 00000000 00001589 00000000 00000A82 00000000 00005543 00000000 00000A82 00000000�

eng - iTunSMPB
 00000000 00000210 000005DF 000000000001FFD1 00000000 00005B05 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000�

HP_Administrator
Medium Stamp


2-MEOL06_12

null

21.263653

eng - iTunPGAP
0��

eng - iTunNORM
 00000359 00000000 00001C57 00000000 00001E68 00000000 00006D53 00000000 0000312F 00000000�

eng - iTunSMPB
 00000000 00000210 000006C7 0000000000071C69 00000000 00014892 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000�



If her family goes to the zoo, they will visit 

San Diego. They will visit Old Town. They also 

will go to San Diego Bay. Maria wants to look for 

shells on the bay’s beach.
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If her family visits the museum, they will go 

to Santa Barbara. They will visit a painted cave 

at a state park. The Chumash Indians made 

drawings there. Some of the art is hundreds of 

years old. They will spend a day at the beach, 

too. Maria loves to swim.
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Maria’s family must pick one city to visit. 

Maria’s family plans to go to San Diego. Their 

first stop is the zoo. The San Diego Zoo is one 

of the largest zoos in the world. More than four 

million people visit the zoo each year.
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Chapter 2:
On the Way to San Diego!
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The zoo is in a park. There are many kinds 

of animals. Maria likes the apes the best. She 

watches one hide its face. Her brother waves to 

the ape. The ape does not wave back. It is ready 

for a nap.
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Old
Town

San Diego 
Bay

Distance to Old Town	 6 Miles

Distance to San Diego Bay	 4 Miles

San Diego
San Diego 

Zoo

Maria’s family decides where to go next. They 

could see Old Town. There is a park there. They 

could go to the bay. It is sometimes called the 

Big Bay. Old Town is 6 miles from them. The bay 

is 4 miles away. Maria’s family visits the bay.
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San Diego

Maria buys a postcard. She sends it to her 

cousin Juan. She tells him about the places they 

visited. She tells him that she liked the bay the 

best. “See you soon!” she writes.

HP_Administrator
Med White


2-MEOL06_25

null

1.776326

eng - iTunPGAP
0��

eng - iTunNORM
 000004C3 00000000 0000272F 00000000 00000224 00000000 00006804 00000000 000001A1 00000000�

eng - iTunSMPB
 00000000 00000210 00000587 0000000000009169 00000000 0000187D 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000�

HP_Administrator
Medium Stamp


2-MEOL06_26

null

15.51678

eng - iTunPGAP
0��

eng - iTunNORM
 000004BD 00000000 000048B4 00000000 00002CE5 00000000 00008036 00000000 0000336D 00000000�

eng - iTunSMPB
 00000000 00000210 00000587 0000000000052EA9 00000000 0000EEC7 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000 00000000�



Juan’s family plans a trip. They look for places 

to visit. They look for things to do. Like his 

cousin Maria, Juan loves to travel.
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Chapter 3:
Where Will Juan Go?
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Victoria

Texas

Juan lives in Victoria, Texas. He wants to see 

the space center. Juan wants to explore space 

when he grows up. He also wants to visit an 

aquarium. Juan’s family likes those places, too.
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Juan’s dad compares the distances to both 

places. The Johnson Space Center is in Houston. 

Houston is 129 miles from their home. The 

aquarium is in Galveston. Galveston is 169 

miles from home.
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Distance from Juan’s home to the space center	 129 Miles

Distance from Juan’s home to the aquarium	 169 Miles

From Juan’s home, the distance to the space 

center is less than the distance to the aquarium. 

129 is less than 169. The center is closer to 

Juan’s home.
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If Juan’s family goes to the space center, they 

will visit Houston. They will go to the Natural 

Science Museum. They will spend time at a lake. 

Juan wants to ride in a boat there.
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If his family visits the aquarium, they will go 

to Galveston. They will go to the Texas Seaport 

Museum. They will spend time at the beach.
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Juan’s family plans to go to Houston. They 

stop at the Johnson Space Center first. Juan 

is excited to see the center. The center trains 

space explorers.
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Chapter 4:
Off to Houston!
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Juan’s family sees a space shuttle. He learns 

about a space day camp. Juan likes the Mission 

Control Center the best.
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Distance from the Johnson Space Center	 26 Miles
to the Natural Science Musuem

Distance from the Johnson Space Center	 6 Miles
to Clear Lake Shores

Clear
Lake 

Shores

Houston

Johnson
Space
Center

Natural
Science
Museum

Juan’s family decides where to go next. They 

could visit the museum or go to the lake. The 

museum is 26 miles from the space center. The 

lake is 6 miles away. The lake is closer, but it is 

raining. Juan’s family visits the museum.
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Houston

Juan buys a postcard. He sends it to his 

cousin Maria. He tells her about the places they 

visited. He tells her about the space center. 

“Wish you were here,” he writes.
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Glossary
compare  to find ways in which two or 

more things are alike and different

distance  the length of space between 

two points

is greater than  a larger amount than 

something else. 116 is greater than 105.

is less than  a smaller amount than 

something else. 129 is less than 169.
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1. Ventura, California, is 67 miles from Maria’s   

home. Santa Barbara is 97 miles from Maria’s   

home.Which city is closer to Maria’s home?

2. San Antonio, Texas, is 115 miles from Juan’s   

home.Houston is 129 miles from Juan’s home.   

Which city is a greater distance from Juan’s home?

3. San Jose, California, is 340 miles from Maria’s

home. Salinas, California, is 303 miles from   

Maria’s home. Is 303 less than or greater

than 340?

4. Suppose you and your family are planning a trip.

The mountain is 204 miles from your home. The 

beach is 142 miles from home. Which distance is 

greater? Which place would you choose? Why?
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